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WHERE ARE WE NOW
Taylor Sepulvado is full of 
fortitude: to beat the odds; to 
achieve her goals; and to make a 
di�erence in the lives of others.
A recent graduate from C.E. 
Byrd High School in Shreveport, 
LA, Taylor is the first in her 
family to graduate high school. 

“My mom wanted me to be 
successful and prove everyone 
wrong, prove that I can do it,” 
Taylor said. “Now, I’m going 
straight to college, and I’m 
going to have a successful 
future.”
Taylor’s successful future 
includes fulfilling her dreams of 
caring for others as a nurse. 

“I decided I want to be a nurse so
I can be a hero to others and 
make their lives better in every 
possible way.” 
In the fall, Taylor plans to study 
two years at Bossier Parish 
Community College before 
going on to earn a degree in 
nursing from Louisiana Tech 
University. At BPCC, Taylor will 
be joining a very special 
classmate: her mom.

“My mom had to drop out 
because she got pregnant with 
me at 16,” Taylor said. “But now, 
she’s back in school after 18 
years.” Taylor’s mother is 
studying to be a police o�cer, 
showing that the service 
mindset runs in the family.
During Taylor’s senior year, her 
biggest fear was that she 
wouldn’t get into college, but 
her Career Compass coach was 
there to help. “I couldn’t have 
done it without her. She made 
my senior year good,”
Taylor said.
Taylor’s advice for other seniors 
is to step back and think about 
what they want to do and what 
it will take to get there.

“And, I’d tell them, don’t stress 
out while filling out your
applications,” Taylor said. 

“Because Career Compass 
coaches have our backs no 
matter what.”

WATCH US

132%
Average annual growth

Average annual growth
90%

Career Compass works with disadvantaged Louisiana students 
to obtain waivers for testing and application fees, and often 
pays those fees on behalf of eligible students.

GROW

61143 Coaches worked 
one-on-one with 

students
Louisiana public 
schools served

Data from 2014-2015 Career Compass Schools

 1. Baton Rouge Community College

 2. Bossier Parish Community College

 3. Northwestern State University

 4. Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge

 5. Louisiana Tech University

 6. University of Louisiana at Lafayette

 7. Nicholls State University

 8. Fletcher Technical Community College

 9. University of Louisiana at Monroe

 10. Northwest Louisiana Technical College

TOP 10 Louisiana schools for
Career Compass Class of 2015

– Julie Scott and Kacy Edwards, Executive Directors

Our mission is to remove obstacles that would keep students from
succeeding following high school graduation. We believe there is a
path to college for everyone.
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“When I first joined Bossier Parish Community 
College, I knew we had a lot of students in the 
community who could benefit from our programs, 
but we needed help getting them there,” Henderson 
said. “Career Compass was the solution the region 
needed to get people talking about education.”

Now, at Northwestern State University, Henderson 
continues to partner with Career Compass to make 
students’ transition to college as smooth as possible.

“When our university is the right fit for a student, we 
need to make sure there are no obstacles to that 
student’s success,” Henderson said.

The best part, he says, is Career Compass’
individualized approach.

“Career Compass gets to know students personally, 
so we’re able to craft solutions for individual 
students,” Henderson said. “We’re not serving 9,000 
students without a face; we’re serving individuals.”

Henderson also serves on the Career Compass Board 
of Directors, where he is a constant advocate.

“Often, talking with a Career Compass coach is the 
first time a student has had someone take an 
interest in their future; the first time someone has 
told them they can go to college,” Henderson said. 

“And when coaches believe in students, students 
start to believe in themselves.”

DR. JIM
HENDERSON
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CAREER COMPASS

Career Compass is a tax-exempt exempt charitable organization under IRC 501(c)(3). We accept donations, grants, and sponsorships to ensure that public high school
students access our services no cost to them or to their families.

As an influential member of the business community in North 
Louisiana, Patrick Harrison has a vested interest in developing 
Louisiana’s workforce.
“As a business owner, I want to be able to draw from a trained pool
of workers, and Career Compass bridges that gap between talented 
kids and local employers,” Harrison said.
Harrison has been a longtime advocate of Career Compass. As the 
owner of Sound Fighter Systems, a leading manufacturing company, 
Harrison has seen the positive impact of post-secondary education and
training on the workforce. He sees a direct  connection between
education and a stronger workforce. He believes the key to Career
Compass’ success is the timing.
“They catch kids at a major decision point in their lives, and they 
help kids change their whole futures with one good decision,” 
Harrison said.
Harrison says part of what makes Career Compass such a strong partner
for local businesses is its data-driven approach to funding. And as the
data show, Career Compass is making a di�erence. “Career Compass
has the data to back it up. Their system works, and the entire business
community benefits.”
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For Laura Weego, college and career coaching is all about 
personal relationships. 

“Getting to know students and watching them go through the process 
from start to finish is so rewarding,” Weego says. And nothing beats 
doing a happy dance with them at the end.”
Weego joined Career Compass after ten years working in college 
admissions.  Her passion for education and Master’s in Social Work 
perfectly aligned to her role as a coach.

“Post-secondary education is so important, no matter what  path you 
choose,” Weego says. Career Compass provides the avenue students 
need to get moving in the right direction toward achieving
their goals.”

LAURA
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THE CAREER
COMPASS STORY

2006 – Founding year. 
Two coaches help 98 
students apply to college.

2010 – The Boo Grigsby 
Foundation provides 
college scholarships for the 
first class of Boo Grigsby 
Foundation Scholars. Bossier 
Parish Community College 
brings college and career 
coaching to north Louisiana.

2011 – Capital One 
Bank awards Career 

Compass an “Investing 
for Good” grant.

2012 –Largest expansion in Career 
Compass history, with student 
college applications topping 10,000 
for the first time. The Orchard 
Foundation brings Career Compass
to Central Louisiana. The Community 
Foundation of NW Louisiana expands 
Career Compass work to Caddo and 
Bossier parishes. The Huey and 
Angelina Wilson Foundation begin
investing in Career Compass in 
greater Baton Rouge. 

2015 – Career Compass 
reaches 27,056 Louisiana 
students in a record 31 
parishes, with 98% of 
seniors applying for 
post-secondary school.

2007 – The Pennington 
Family Foundation 

invests in Career 
Compass in greater 

Baton Rouge. Coaching 
sta� doubles, and the 

number of students 
applying to college 
increases six-fold. 

2008 – The number of 
students applying to college 
jumps to nearly 3,000. 
Career Compass brings 
college and career 
awareness seminars to
high school sophomores 
and juniors. 

2009 – Career 
Compass provides 

a head start for 
middle school 
students with 

college and career 
awareness 
seminars.

2014 – Career Compass 
provides small-group 

coaching for the first time 
for 1,300 students in

12 districts through the 
Louisiana Jump
Start program.

2016 –Career Compass 
will celebrate its 

10th
ANNIVERSARY.
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FINANCES
ExpendituresMajor Sources of Revenue

32% Grants

68% Contracts 83% Program Services

17%  Management and General

Revenue vs. Expenses

Expenses $1,578,158
Revenue $1,650,082


